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Fad or Trend for 2017

Let The Debate Begin!
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SEO



Trend for 2017 – SEO Signals

• Meta data is (sort of) out

• Top 5 Google Search Signals

1. Relevant, authoritative content

2. Quality inbound links

3. RankBrain – Google’s AI

4. Keywords in page title

5. Exact match in root domain

• Trend – Google is trying to get better at understanding natural language 
and the meanings behind search queries
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Battle of the “Back” Button



Trend for 2017 - Battle of the “Back” Button  

“Engagement” is becoming #1 signal of quality

Somebody returning to SERP via back button = 



Keep ‘em on your site

• Unique and Authoritative Content
• Address all your audiences
• UX is very important
• On ALL devices

• Perceived speed of loading
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Fad or Trend for 2017

AMP



Trend for 2017 - AMP

• Google AMP (Accelerated Mobile Pages)

• Web pages are routinely between 2MB and 10MB for only 
80K of content
• Lots of code and media are used to make experiences “compelling”

• Too many ads

• Result? 
• Web pages have become very slow

• A slow web is a dead web

• Does AMP Work?
• Pinterest found AMP pages load 4X faster





Google AMP

• Started in February 2016

• Is it being adopted?
• BBC BuzzFeed
• Twitter Fox News
• Wash. Post New York Times
• LinkedIn Wall Street Journal

• How does it work?
• Publishers Create AMP Pages…. Google finds them
• No javascript in AMP
• Pages are Caches at Google
• Google is giving away a free CDN (content delivery network)
• Content is displayed before Ads
• Code Eliminates pop-ups
• Standards for Ads / Analytics / Images
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Fad or Trend for 2017

Homogenous Design











Fad or Trend for 2017
• Sites look the same

• No worries

• Big, Bold and Centered Text

• Storytelling
• Stop us if you’ve heard that content

is important

• Animations
• Can draw attention and increase 

conversions

• Watch the fold
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Fad or Trend for 2017

The Geometric Evolution of Design



2013 Design Fad: Big Fonts / Ribbons / Banners



2014 Design Fad: Stripes

https://www.mint.com/
https://www.mint.com/


2015 Design Fad: Circles



2016 Design Fad: Angles





2017 Design Fad: Triangles?
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Bots



Trend for 2017 – Rise of the Bots

• The Rise of the Bots
“A little over half of all traffic on the Internet is from actual humans.”

A “Bot” is a software application that runs automated tasks, or scripts, over the 
Internet.



The Rise of The Bots

52%

20%

29%

The “Good Bots”

29% of global Internet traffic comes from 
“good bots”.  These are built to collect and 
track information

The “Bad Bots”

“Bad bot” traffic imitates user behavior to 
boost website audience numbers, generate 
revenue for the host, or steal money from 
advertisers.  They disrupts delivery of the 
right ad to the right user.  20% of Internet 
traffic cost advertisers $6.3 billion in 2015

Actual Human Traffic

A little over half of all traffic on the Internet 
is from actual humans – 52%





Referral Spam



The Rise of The Bots

• What can you do about Bots?
• You CAN filter bots in analytics to get better traffic numbers

• In Google Analytics:
• Click “filter bots” in Admin

• Create filters to exclude traffic from Russia, Indonesia, India, and Brazil (unless legit)

• Create hostname filters – capture traffic from visitors that are actually on your site

• Create spam filters

semalt|anticrawler|best-seo-offer|best-seo-solution|buttons-for-
website|buttons-for-your-website|7makemoneyonline|-musicas*-
gratis|kambasoft|savetubevideo|ranksonic|medispainstitute|offers.bycontext|
100dollars-seo|sitevaluation|dailyrank
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Video Backgrounds



http://www.northwoodsoft.com/
http://www.northwoodsoft.com/


Fad for 2017 – Homepage Video

• Use video to expand brand and personality of company or 
organization 

• Adds credibility – more professional, larger

• Works in some industries 

• Depends on video content
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Fad or Trend for 2017

Social



Fad or Trend for 2017: Facebook Instant
What It Is: 
• Content optimized for Facebook’s mobile app 
• Encourages users to stay on the Facebook app

instead of visiting an external site
• Preceded Google AMP

Who It’s For
• Major publishers (NYT, CNN, etc.) 
• Anyone who wants to make their 

content more mobile-friendly

Our Thoughts
• Free to set up and try - Facebook Instant



Fad for 2017: SnapChat

What It Is: 
• Image sharing service. Images “disappear” after a set time frame
• 100 million + daily users

Who It’s For
• (Mostly) Younger audiences 
• Global brands with video content

Our Thoughts
• Use it for fun, not business



Fad or Trend for 2017: Social Network Hopping
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Fad or Trend for 2017

IoT



Trend for 2017

• IoT is The Next Industrial Revolution
• The Internet of Things (IoT) is a system of interrelated devices, machines, 

people with unique identifiers who can send data without human interaction.



IoT
Industries Set to be Transformed by The IoT

Oil, gas and mining

Agriculture

Manufacturing

Insurance

Utilities

Retail

Food Service

Healthcare

Sensors provide metrics at 
extraction sites

Devices placed in soil to measure 
acidity to increase yields

Smart meters phone home

Beacons, paired with mobile apps, monitor 
customer behavior and push ads

35% of manufacturers already use 
smart sensors for productivity

74% of insurance executives said they 
believe that IoT will disrupt insurance in 
the next 5 years.

Smart digital signs will be connected 
throughout grocery stores and fast food 
companies

Connected healthcare devices collect data, 
automate processes. 
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Fad or Trend for 2017

Messaging Apps



Fad or Trend for 2017 – Messaging Apps

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1000

WhatsApp Facebook
Messenger

WeChat Viber LINE Snapchat Tango Kik KakaoTalk

2015 Messaging Apps MAU2

• Three billion monthly users
• Organizations are using 

messaging apps to connect with 
customers

• Engage with users privately
• Send message option directly 

from social ads
• Create automatic Facebook 

responses
• Send customer alerts via 

Facebook message

Chat Payments Video

Utilities GIFs Taxi
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Fad or Trend for 2017

Personas



Digital Persona Development

Contractor

“When I look at it there are four ways a typical customer 
comes to the site looking for product information. 

One is they got our part number and they want to see if that 
part number is still valid and if there are any changes to that 
part because it might be 10 years old.

The second would be, ‘I can describe the part to you, but I 
don’t have a part number.’

The third way is, I got a competitor’s part and I want to see 
your options for this part.

A fourth way they would want to come in is that, I know my 
application.”



Fad or Trend for 2017 – Digital Personas

• Digital Persona Development 
• Applications include:

• Content marketing

• SEO

• User experience design

• SEM Campaigns

• For example: I am a contractor and I want to do find my part in order 
to fix a motor that is in a water heater.

• Fad, or Trend?
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Discussion


